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Background and aims

Previous research suggests that blood donation is a type of prosocial behaviour that is most influenced by family socialization. Donors, more often than non-
donors, come from families with members who also give blood. Our study aims to examine the role of family in the transmission of practices and values
assoclated with blood donation. Diverse forms of transmission were explored, notably imitation (modeling), direct initiation via parent accompaniment to blood
drives as well as certain social determinants such as religion.
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Our Results point to 2 kinds of families
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Discussion

The practice of blood donation is not always a result of direct transmission in the family. This can be explained by the fact that even if it is a fundamentally
prosocial practice, blood donation is more individual by nature than other prosocial practices. It is also worth noting that even when the choice to donate blood
IS presented as the result of an individual decision, respondents’ statements suggest that other influences may have played a significant role, especially hearing
about this practice at school and having had an opportunity to donate in a school setting.

Our results therefore suggest the following recommendations:
For type A families
 Organize blood drives as part of ‘Family Days’ that allow blood donation to be a family activity

 Pursue development of a pedagogical kit program in line with blood donation in order to offer elementary and high schools materials so that teachers
can make children aware of the cause of blood donation, and in order to enable the organization of blood drives involving student volunteers, thereby
encouraging parents to come give blood.

For type B families

* Increase the visibility of blood drives, and if possible permanent collection centres, while emphasizing the freedom of the act of donation. This provides an
easy way to add donation to other activities such as shopping, having a coffee, etc.

 Pursue blood drives in higher education institutions so as to interest young adults in blood donation
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